Ubdate:

Passionfruit from Vietnam

Heidi Nash

As most of you are aware Passionfruit Australia Inc.
was involved with the consultation period of the
‘Passionfruit from Vietnam’ Risk Analysis.

This included inviting the Department of Agriculture,
Fisheries and Forestry (DAFF) to speak with growers

at three of our events. As well as attending several
meetings with DAFF during the process, we have also
been in constant communication with our members,
through emails and via Passiflora News, our e-newsletter.
It was great to see our members provide advice and
considerations to the biosecurity team. PAl also put

in a submission to DAFF on behalf of members.

The ‘Passionfruit from Vietnam: biosecurity import
requirements’ final report was released in March this year
and recommends that the importation of commercially
produced passionfruit to Australia from all commercial
production areas of Vietnam can be permitted, subject
to a range of biosecurity requirements.

The final report identifies 12 pests associated

with passionfruit from Vietnam that require risk
management measures to reduce the biosecurity risk
to an acceptable level.

These pests are:

« false spider mites: Brevipalpus phoenicis
species complex

o fruit flies: Oriental fruit fly (Bactrocera dorsalis),
melon fly (Zeugodacus cucurbitae) and
pumpkin fruit fly (Zeugodacus tau)

« mealybug: Pacific mealybug (Planococcus minor)

+ scaleinsects: dictyospermum scale (Chrysomphalus
dictyospermi), mulberry scale (Pseudaulacaspis
pentagona) and West Indian red scale (Selenaspidus
articulatus)

« spider mite: Tetranychus piercei

« thrips: melon thrips (Thrips palmi), cotton thrips
(Frankliniella schultzei species complex) and
chilli thrips (Scirtothrips dorsalis)

Of these 12 pests:

« eleven are quarantine pests, of which 3 are also
regulated articles, including:

o melon thrips and cotton thrips, which were
also identified as regulated articles as they are
capable of harbouring and spreading emerging
orthotospoviruses that are quarantine pests
for Australia

o false spider mites, which were also identified as
regulated articles as they are capable of vectoring
viruses that are quarantine pests for Australia.
However, there are no reports of the quarantine
viruses vectored by false spider mites being
present in Vietnam. Therefore, the regulated article
aspect of false spider mites is not applicable to
the passionfruit from Vietnam pathway.

« oneisanon-quarantine pest (chilli thrips) but is
identified as a regulated article as it is capable of
harbouring and spreading quarantine orthotospoviruses

The final report recommends risk management
measures, combined with an operational system,
to ensure biosecurity standards are met.

The recommended risk management measures,
together with the operational system, will reduce the
risks posed by the 12 identified pests to achieve the
appropriate level of protection for Australia.

These measures are:
« for fruit flies:

o pest free areas, pest free places of production or
pest free production sites; or

o fruit treatment considered to be effective against
fruit flies, such as irradiation

« forfalse spider mites, mealybug, scale insects,
spider mite and thrips:

o pre-export visual inspection, and if found,
remedial action.

The final report and more information about this
risk analysis are available on the DAF website:
https://www.agriculture.gov.au/biosecurity-trade/
policy/risk-analysis/plant/passionfruit-from-vietnam

To speak to DAFF about the report, contact the
Biosecurity Plant and Science Services Division.
Telephone: 1800 900 090 (when prompted select option 1
then option 1) or via Email: imports@aff.gov.au
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