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Industry Resources  
Update
Jane Richter

Check out the new Resource Library at passionfruitaustralia.org.au 
The new website Resource Library will house all available tools and resources that are generated by 
Passionfruit Australia, as well as a set of historical resources collected together across all the Australian 
passionfruit and horticulture industries where these are still relevant – all in one simple searchable 
digital library at bit.ly/PAI-RL 

Types of resources:

•	 �All articles from The Passion Vine magazine from the Spring 2017 edition onwards in downloadable PDF format will 
be added over time

•	 �Factsheets, posters, videos, links to webinar recordings or case studies that have been produced over the last decade 
in horticulture that have useful information for passionfruit growers

•	 �Links to related industry websites which provide specialist resources or grower support in areas like irrigation & 
nutrient management, pest & disease management, business & labour management, and emerging technologies.

How do I access the Resource Library?

1.	 �Use this shortcode bit.ly/PAI-RL to open the library directly in your web browser or navigate to 
 passionfruitaustralia.org.au and select RESOURCE LIBRARY from the menu bar 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2.	 �You can filter the library by Category OR Document Author OR you can enter a keyword into the Search box to find 
all items related to that word 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://bit.ly/PAI-RL
https://bit.ly/PAI-RL
https://passionfruitaustralia.org.au/
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3.	 Click on the ‘Click here’ icon to open the resource item or link

Industry Tools
Passionfruit Australia has produced a series of tools to assist growers over the years. 
The following are available to Australian Passionfruit Growers to purchase directly from the website at bit.ly/PAI-Tools:

Problem Solver Field Guide
$25

This guide has been written to help growers quickly identify 
problems that may occur in their passionfruit plantations and 
provide information on how to manage these problems.  

The guide is divided into six sections, colour-coded on the edge of 
the pages to make it easier to locate the relevant section.

Grading & Defect Posters
Each pack $40

These A2 sized posters have been developed  
to help growers quickly identify defects and 
grade their passionfruit at the time of packing. 

Each pack contains 3 copies of the Grading 
posters & 3 copies of the Defect posters. 

The packs are available for Purple passionfruit 
and Panama/Pandora passionfruit.
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DEFECT  
SIZE

MINOR

TO SCALE 
(19.41mm)

DEFECT  
SIZE

MAJOR

TO SCALE 
(28.65mm)

   NO fruit with MAJOR defects

   Fruit with overall solid colour

   MINOR defect has less than  
 5c coin area affected

    Total number of fruit with MINOR  
defects must not exceed 10%

    Fruit size consistent within box  
& packed to top of carton

   Piece count must be correct

   No calyx left on the stalk

   Do not mix varieties

   NO fruit with skin breaks, 
immature green fruit, 
empty fruit or fruit with  
skin at risk of breakdown 
in the supply chain

    All fruit are allowed  
MINOR defects

     MAJOR defect has less than  
20c coin area affected

     Total number of fruit with  
MAJOR defects must not  
exceed 10%

>35% PULP BY WEIGHT

WWW.PASSIONFRUITAUSTRALIA.ORG.AU

THIS PASSIONFRUIT INDUSTRY  
QUALITY MANAGEMENT TOOL  
IS PROUDLY SUPPORTED BY:

• Linking Experience with a Love of Fresh Produce
• We focus on Prompt Payment
•  Servicing Melbourne Markets, Supermarkets, Independent Retail & Export

Find out more www.tenfarms.com.au

MELBOURNE  |  JASON MILES  |  0427 248 067

• The Wholesale Market Specialist for Tropical Fruit
• Part of the Jetbest Group
• Servicing Brisbane & Sydney Markets

Find out more www.jetipper.com.au

BRISBANE  |  SEAN RUSSELL  |  0418 158 331      SYDNEY  |  AIDAN HUTTON  |  0419 700 278

Use these standards as a guide, but always pack according to your customer’s specifications

CORRECT TEMPERATURE MANAGEMENT IS KEY TO EXTENDING THE SHELF LIFE OF PASSIONFRUIT
TRANSPORT TRUCKS DO NOT COOL FRUIT: Fruit MUST be pre-cooled to 5-9ºC prior to shipment

AUSTRALIAN PASSIONFRUIT GRADING GUIDE 
PURPLE / BLACK VARIETIES
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DEFECT  
SIZE

MINOR

TO SCALE 
(23.6mm)

DEFECT  
SIZE

MAJOR

TO SCALE 
(31.65mm)

  NO fruit with MAJOR defects

   MINOR defect has less than  
 10c coin area affected

    Total number of fruit with  
MINOR defects must not  
exceed 10%

    Fruit size consistent within box  
& packed to top of carton

   Piece count must be correct

  Do not mix varieties

  No calyx left on the stalk

   NO fruit with skin breaks, 
immature green fruit, 
empty fruit or fruit with  
skin at risk of breakdown 
in the supply chain

    All fruit are allowed  
MINOR defects

     MAJOR defect has less than  
50c coin area affected

     Total number of fruit with  
MAJOR defects must not  
exceed 10%

>35% PULP BY WEIGHT

WWW.PASSIONFRUITAUSTRALIA.ORG.AU

THIS PASSIONFRUIT INDUSTRY  
QUALITY MANAGEMENT TOOL  
IS PROUDLY SUPPORTED BY:

• Linking Experience with a Love of Fresh Produce
• We focus on Prompt Payment
•  Servicing Melbourne Markets, Supermarkets, Independent Retail & Export

Find out more www.tenfarms.com.au

MELBOURNE  |  JASON MILES  |  0427 248 067

• The Wholesale Market Specialist for Tropical Fruit
• Part of the Jetbest Group
• Servicing Brisbane & Sydney Markets

Find out more www.jetipper.com.au

BRISBANE  |  SEAN RUSSELL  |  0418 158 331      SYDNEY  |  AIDAN HUTTON  |  0419 700 278

Use these standards as a guide, but always pack according to your customer’s specifications

CORRECT TEMPERATURE MANAGEMENT IS KEY TO EXTENDING THE SHELF LIFE OF PASSIONFRUIT
TRANSPORT TRUCKS DO NOT COOL FRUIT: Fruit MUST be pre-cooled to 10-12ºC prior to shipment

AUSTRALIAN PASSIONFRUIT GRADING GUIDE 
PANAMA / PANDORA VARIETIES
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Fruit & flowers

Passionvine m
ite

The passionvine m
ite, Brevipalpus phoenicis, is a com

m
on and serious pest of passionfruit . 

M
ites usually favour sheltered sites, under leaves and on stem

s, but do som
etim
es m

ove 

onto the protected inw
ard facing side of fruit w

here feeding dam
age is subsequently seen . 

Dam
age usually becom

es m
ore obvious as fruit m

atures, long after the feeding has taken 

place so it is essential to check for m
ites regularly . M

ites are a red, rusty colour and are m
ost 

easily detected by checking the back of leaves (see pages 6, 83) . The m
ites are very sm

all, 

less than 0 .5m
m
 long, so use a hand lens to help identification .

D
am
age is 

usually only 

seen on one 

side of the fruit

Adult m
ites 

appear as sm
all 

red spots on fruit

2318_Passionfruit problem
 solver field guide_Internals.indd   39

24/05/13   1:47 PM

38

Fr
ui

t &
 fl

ow
er

s

Passionvine and citrus mealybugs
The passionvine mealybug, Planococcus pacificus, and the citrus mealybug Planococcus citri, 
are common and serious pests . Look for small white fluffy lumps on the fruit often clustered 
around the stalk . The individual mealybugs are around 3 to 4mm long, use a hand lens to 
help identification . Normally mealybugs will also be found on stems and leaves (see pages 
5, 67, 82) when they are present on the fruit . A black sooty mould grows on the honeydew 
secreted by the mealybug . Ants are often associated with mealybugs, they feed on the 
honeydew and protect them from predators . 

Mealybug is often concentrated 
around the fruit stalk
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ANY FRUIT WITH THIS DEFECT IS NOT SUITABLE FOR FRESH MARKET SALE

FRUIT FLY FRUIT BORER

ANTHRACNOSE

This guide should be used in conjunction with the ‘Passionfruit Problem Solver Field Guide’ which is available for sale at www.passionfruitaustralia.org.au

SPOTTING BUG THRIPS

BROWN SPOT ALTERNATA SPOT SEPTORIA SPOT CLADOSPORIUM SCAB

RED SCALE MEALYBUGSMITES

WRINKLINGRUB SUNBURN/OIL BURN DIRT/LEAF LITTER MOULDY CALYX DEFORMED BROKEN SKIN IMMATURE/GREEN

3333 Fruit & flowers

Internal discolouration 

around stings

Typical external dam
age to fruit

Eggs in sting site
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Red scale
Red scale, Aonidiella aurantii, is a com

m
on pest that can kill vines . They appear as sm

all 
pale pink to red slightly raised spots, about 1m

m
 diam

eter, on the fruit surface . Exam
ine fruit 

under a hand lens to help identification . If fruit are infested red scale w
ill also be present 

on the stem
s of the vine (see page 68) . Ants tend these insects, feed on the honeydew

 they 
produce and protect them

 from
 predators . 
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Cladosporium
 scab disease

A com
m

on and serious disease caused by Cladosporium
 oxysporum

, 
an airborne fungus that can infect flow

ers, fruit, leaves and stem
s . 

Flow
ers develop brow

n lesions on petals and sepals . O
n fruit, sm

all 
translucent spots develop into hard raised scabs up to 3m

m
 in 

diam
eter . Infection is favoured by cool (less than 25°C), w

et w
eather 

and is therefore a m
ore significant problem

 in northern N
SW

 and 
high altitude areas such as M

ount Tam
borine . Affected fruit are not 

suitable for the fresh m
arket . Also occurs on the naturalized w

hite 
passionvine (Passiflora alba), a com

m
on w

eed .

H
ard raised scabs 

develop on fruit

Brow
n lesions on 

petals and sepals
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Anthracnose disease —
 preharvest

A com
m

on and serious problem
 caused by Colletotrichum

 gloeosporioides, an airborne 
fungus . Infected fruit develop superficial light brow

n spots w
hich can be larger than 10m

m
 . 

The skin of the fruit m
ay becom

e papery w
ith black fruiting bodies (black dots) present . 

Affected fruit are not suitable for the 
fresh m

arket .

Large parchm
ent like brow

n spots w
hich often 

develop sm
all black dots at their centre
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Sym
ptom

s on m
ature fruit . Less susceptible 

variety (left), susceptible variety (right)
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Thrips
Various species of thrips are pests of passionfruit, occurrence is rare but they can sometimes 
cause serious damage . Thrips are very small insects less than 1mm long, so use a hand 
lens to help identification . See page 10 for a picture of thrips .Feeding by thrips scars fruit . 
Damage usually occurs 
during the very early stages 
of development, soon after 
fruit set . The scarring does 
not become apparent until the 
fruit is more mature . 

A dots and dash scarring 
pattern develops on mature 
fruit as a result of thrips 
damage during early fruit set
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AUSTRALIAN PASSIONFRUIT COMMON DEFECTS GUIDE 
PURPLE / BLACK VARIETIES
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ites are very sm
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ANY FRUIT WITH THIS DEFECT IS NOT SUITABLE FOR FRESH MARKET SALE
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Internal discolouration 
around stings

Typical external damage to fruit

Eggs in sting site
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Passionvine and citrus mealybugs
The passionvine mealybug, Planococcus pacificus, and the citrus mealybug Planococcus citri, 
are common and serious pests . Look for small white fluffy lumps on the fruit often clustered 
around the stalk . The individual mealybugs are around 3 to 4mm long, use a hand lens to 
help identification . Normally mealybugs will also be found on stems and leaves (see pages 
5, 67, 82) when they are present on the fruit . A black sooty mould grows on the honeydew 
secreted by the mealybug . Ants are often associated with mealybugs, they feed on the 
honeydew and protect them from predators . 

Mealybug is often concentrated 
around the fruit stalk
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Cladosporium
 scab disease

A com
m

on and serious disease caused by Cladosporium
 oxysporum
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an airborne fungus that can infect flow

ers, fruit, leaves and stem
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ers develop brow
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Alternata spot disease

Caused by Alternaria alternata, an airborne fungus . This is a com
m

on and serious disease 

especially in hybrid passionfruit varieties . Initially, the surface spots caused by the disease 

are about pinhead size, w
ith a tan or brow

n centre and a greasy, w
ater soaked m

argin . 

Spots som
etim

es coalesce and form
 blem

ishes up to 30m
m

 across on susceptible varieties . 

Infected flow
er rem

nants are a m
ajor source of infection for developing fruit . Affected fruit 

are not suitable for the fresh m
arket .

Early stage 

sym
ptom

s 

on fully 

grow
n fruit

Advanced 

sym
ptom

s 

on green 

fruit

Infected 

flow
er 

rem
nants 

are a m
ajor 

source of 

infection
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This guide should be used in conjunction with the ‘Passionfruit Problem Solver Field Guide’ which is available for sale at www.passionfruitaustralia.org.au
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Market Insights
Thanks to a series of investments made by Hort Innovation 
on behalf of hort industries, we now have access to a 
range of tools which provide insights into how consumers 
are purchasing fruit and vegetables. Used correctly this 
data can help guide consumer marketing programs, 
packaging development and even guide long term 
breeding programs.

Harvest to Home is an analytics tool, developed by 
Nielsen and Hort Innovation, providing insights on 
marketing performance and shopper behaviour trends. 
It is an online tool that is free to access with data updates 
at least twice a year in each category. This project has 
been funded by Hort Innovation, using the Australian 
Horticulture research and development levies, and 
contributions from the Australian Government.

Visit www.harvesttohome.net.au/fruitmushroomnuts/
latest-highlights/passionfruit to see the latest 
passionfruit data.

Hort IQ provides consumer and customer data and 
insights on Australian horticulture. It is Hort Innovation’s 
new one-stop shop for powerful consumer insights 
designed to fuel growth.

At Hort IQ you can find out about:

•	 �The market landscape: Gain a clear picture of the 
Australian retail landscape

•	 �Consumer needs: Understand what drives fruit and 
vegetable choices in Australia

•	 �Buying trends: Stay ahead of the curve with insights 
into purchasing habits

•	 �Consumer perceptions: Discover how Australians 
view your products

Access to Hort IQ is available to eligible people engaged 
in growing, marketing, selling and development of 
Australian horticulture. Access is free for growers, Hort 
Innovation members and Peak Industry Bodies. This 
project is funded by Hort Innovation using multi-
industry strategic levies and contributions from the 
Australian Government.

Visit the Hort IQ portal at  
www.hortiq.com.au to register.

 Horticulture Statistics Handbook

The nation’s most comprehensive source of Australian 
horticulture data. The annual Australian Horticulture 
Statistics Handbook offers the most comprehensive and 
up-to-date data available on more than 75 horticultural 
products including fruit, nuts, vegetables, nursery, turf, 
and cut flowers.

Drawing on data from several supply chain sources, 
including international trade statistics and industry 
peak bodies, the Handbook includes information on 
retail and foodservice use, exports and imports, share 
of production by State and Territory, wholesale value, 
and volume. This project has been funded by Hort 
Innovation, using multi-industry levy and Australian 
Government contributions.

You can view the latest edition online in an interactive 
dashboard at bit.ly/HSH-23-24 or to see previous years, 
visit the industry Resource Library at bit.ly/PAI-RL and 
search for ‘stats’.
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